
Celebrating Courts Establishment Day - International 

Conference about Trust in the Courts 

“The first independent Lithuanian Minister of Justice, Prof. Petras Leonas, 97 years ago announced 

December 15
th

 as the Lithuanian Courts Establishment Day. Today, celebrating this day, we have not 

only to look back and remember the history, but also look ahead and seek for the ways to strengthen 

public trust in the courts” – with these words Egidijus Laužikas, the Chairman of the Judicial Council 

of Lithuania, started the international conference about strengthening the trust in the courts.  

The event brought together the representatives of the media and courts from Norway, Estonia, Latvia, the 

United Kingdom, Poland and Lithuania. Speakers and participants discussed the public myths about judges 

and their work, the image of the courts, and a dialogue with the public and the media. 

Stephen Ward, the Head of News and External Communications at the Royal Courts of Justice, formerly a 

legal editor of the United Kingdom newspaper “The Independent”, presented the public opinion about judges 

and their attitude towards journalists. 

“People in the United Kingdom imagine judges as old, rich, alienated from the society and privileged men. 

The journalists like this image of the judge and it’s very difficult to change it, - said Stephen Ward. – 

Although the journalists have been constantly visiting courts for more than one decade, but judges haven’t 

learned so far to communicate with them properly and still do not understand their needs“. 

Arthur Ozimek, the Judge of Lublin Disctrict Court, compared Poland with other countries and introduced 

the tendencies and challenges of courts’ communication. “80 percent of the population in the United 

Kingdom trust in the courts, while in Poland only 24 percent rely on them. The only way to increase the trust 

in the courts is to give information to the media. If the courts stay silent, there will always be someone who 

will say for them and the voice of the courts will not be heard”, - said Arthur Ozimek. 

Reda Molienė, the Director of the National Courts Administration, presented the challenges in today’s courts 

communication in Lithuania and highlighted the benefits of commenting court decisions and making public 

presentations of the courts position. “The old democratic countries in which the trust in the courts is very 

high, can leave the assessment of the court decisions to the public and the media with no comments. 

Lithuania and our neighbouring countries still do not have such luxury. The fact that the judge’s decisions 

are explained and commented only by the parties is not good. In such comments partiality is inevitable,” - 

said R. Molienė. 

The Director of the National Courts Administration presented the achievements and challenges in the courts 

communication. “Information channels about courts are created, judges explain their decisions more openly, 

the communication system is developed and trust in the courts is increasing every year. But it’s not enough if 

we want to strengthen and consolidate the authority of the courts. We must seek not only for the quantity, but 

also for the quality by commenting professionally, writing the court decisions clearly and educating public 

more actively. Gaps in judicial education in our society is one of the reasons why there is no trust not only in 

justice, but also in the country itself,” - said R. Molienė. 

During the conference the presentations were made by Aliis Pihkva, the adviser in Legislative Drafting and 

Development Division Department in Estonia; Marcus Iestra, the communication adviser in Oslo District 

Court; John Kapelrud, the press judge in the Norwegian Court of Appeal; Dzintra Balta, the Vice-President 

of  Riga Regional Court, and Kadafi Zaman, the Norwegian TV-journalist from the TV2-news. 

The conference was organized by implementing the Norwegian Financial Mechanism programme LT13 

“Efficiency, Quality and Transparency in Lithuanian Courts” project called “Strengthening the Competence 

of the Representatives of the Judicial System (including judges, court staff and the representatives of NCA) 

(training)”. 


