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REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA
LAW ON THE AMENDMENT OF THE LAW ON THE NATIONAL COURTS ADMINISTRATION
15 July 2008 No. X-1715
Vilnius
(2002, No.31-1130; 2004, No.60-2119)
Article 1. The New Edition of the Law on the National Courts Administration
The Law on the National Courts Administration shall be amended and set forth as follows:
„ REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA
LAW 

ON THE NATIONAL COURTS ADMINISTRATION
Article 1. The National Courts Administration
1. The National Courts Administration shall be a budgetary institution providing services to courts and institutions of self-governance of courts, the purpose of which shall be within its competence to ensure the administrative and organisational activities of courts and institutions of self-governance of courts.
2. The National Courts Administration shall be a legal entity, having a bank account and a seal with the State emblem of Lithuania and its name.

3. The functions of the founder of the National Courts Administration shall be carried out by the Supreme Court of Lithuania.

4. The National Courts Administration shall follow in its activities the Constitution of the Republic of Lithuania, the Law on Courts, this and other laws of the Republic of Lithuania, other legal acts and its statute.
 5. The National Courts Administration shall be a budgetary institution funded from the State budget of the Republic of Lithuania. 

 6. The National Courts Administration shall be restructured, reorganised and dissolved under the procedure prescribed by law.
Article 2. Functions of the National Courts Administration
The National Courts Administration implementing the tasks prescribed in the Law on Courts shall carry out the following functions:

1)  prepare the materials for the General Meeting of Judges and the meetings of the Judicial Council, the Judicial Ethics and Discipline Commission and the Judicial Court of Honour;

2)  provide technical services to the institutions of self-governance of courts, the Judicial Examination Commission for candidates to judicial office, the Selection Commission, the Permanent Commission for the Evaluation of Judges’ Activities and working groups formed by the Judicial Council;
3)  gather information about the enforcement of the decisions of the institutions of self-governance of courts and submit it to the Judicial Council or, on its direction, to the General Meeting of Judges;
4)  draw up draft decisions, legal acts, resolutions and other legal instruments of the institutions of self-governance of courts within its competence and, upon the direction of the Judicial Council, approve the legal acts concerning the organisational activities of institutions of self-governance of courts;

5)  perform annual surveys of the judicial and self-governance institutions and present them to the Judicial Council;
6)  organise and ensure a centralised way of providing the courts with the needed inventory and services;

7)  provide and pay the state pensions for judges;

8)  administer the databases and personal files of judges;
9)  administer the list of candidates to the vacancies of the judicial office in district courts and their personal files;

10) administer the register of persons seeking judicial promotion;

11) administer the databases of judges willing to be transferred to other courts of the same level or  to the courts of the same level of different jurisdiction and judges willing to make a career in the courts of the same level;

12) administer databases and personal files of the candidates willing to take the judicial examination and  organise the judicial examination for the candidates to judicial office;

13)  collect the information about the administrative activities and the organisational work of courts, present surveys to the Judicial Council;
14) conduct the studies, analysis, surveys of the administrative and organisational activities of courts, except the administration of justice, and provide proposals on the improvement of the administrative activities and organisational work of courts;

15) analyse the work conditions of courts and submit proposals on their improvement to the Judicial Council;
16) analyse the grounds and trends of substantive and procedural law violations that are decisive for varying or quashing of court decisions, judgments and rulings and present surveys to the Judicial Council and the Ministry of Justice;

17) perform internal audit in courts, also in the National Courts Administration;

18) compile and analyse, sum up the needs of courts concerning the estimate drafts of state budgetary programmes and submit them to the Judicial Council;

19) collect and analyse, sum up the need of State investments for courts and present the information about the investment projects (investment programmes) for courts to the Judicial Council;
20) present the strategic plans of the National Courts Administration, draft state budget, investment programmes and estimate drafts of the programmes;
21) gather, analyse and sum up the statistics of courts;
22) compile and administer databases relating to the activities of the National Courts Administration, manage the investments related to the information systems and implement the projects of these investments, also participate in the establishment and implementation of the data systems in courts, perform their administration and improvement;

23) announce the decisions of courts and international judicial institutions indicated in the Law on Courts;

24) announce the decisions adopted by the institutions of self-governance of courts;

25) inform the society about the activities of the institutions of self-governance of courts and the National Courts Administration;

26) yearly submit the annual work reports of the National Courts Administration to the Judicial Council;
27) upon the direction of the Judicial Council, represent the courts’ interests assigned to the competence of the Judicial Council before the State authorities and other institutions;

28) co-operate with other institutions of the Republic of Lithuania, institutions of other countries and international bodies on the issues of self-governance of courts, administration and other issues relevant to the activities of courts;
29) review applications, grievances and proposals falling within the competence of the National Courts Administration and take measures to solve the problems raised therein;

30) manage, use and possess the property held by the National Courts Administration under the right of trust;
31) exercise other assignments of the institutions of self-governance of courts;

32) perform other functions prescribed by law and other legal acts.

Article 3. Rights of the National Courts Administration

1. The Administration shall have the right:

1) to obtain information on the issues assigned to the competence of the National Courts Administration from the institutions of self-governance of courts, courts, other State and municipal institutions and organisations;

2) to set up commissions and working groups in order to draft legal acts, settle other issues within the competence of the National Courts Administration and involve specialists of other institutions (upon consent of their managers);
3) according to the procedure prescribed by law manage the personal data.

2. The National Courts Administration shall also be entitled to other rights granted thereupon by the legal acts of the Republic of Lithuania.

Article 4. Structure and the Organisation of Work of the National Courts Administration
1. The Director shall act as head of the National Courts Administration. He shall be accountable to the Judicial Council. Director may have Deputy Directors.
2. After the approbation of the Judicial Council, the Statute of the National Courts Administration shall be approved by the founder. The structure and the largest permissible number of establishments of civil servants and persons with employment contracts shall by approved by the Director of the National Courts Administration following the procedure prescribed by law and in agreement with the founder.
3. The Director of the National Courts Administration for the term of five years shall be appointed by the head of the institution performing the functions of the founder due to the recruitment competition and the procedure identified in the Law on Public Service of the Republic of Lithuania. 

4. A person of high moral character, having a university degree in law and a record of at least ten years of work in the legal profession and five years of experience in the leading post may be appointed a Director of the National Courts Administration.
5. The powers of the Director, Deputy Director (Directors) of the National Courts Administration shall be established by the Statute of the National Courts Administration.
6. Employees of the National Courts Administration are civil servants and persons with employment contracts.
Article 5. Evaluation of Financial Activities of the National Courts Administration

The control over the financial activities of the National Courts Administration shall be carried out by the institutions authorised under the procedure prescribed by law and other legal acts.“
Article 2. The Entry into Force and the Implementation of the Law
1. This Law, except paragraph 2 and 3 of Article 4 of the Law on the National Courts Administration stated in Article 1, shall come into force on 1st September, 2008.
2. Paragraph 2 and 3 of Article 4 of the Law on the National Courts Administration stated in Article 1 shall come into force on 1st February, 2009.

3. The Director of the National Courts Administration appointed before the enactment of this Law shall remain in this position until the end of his tenure. At the end of the tenure of former Director the new Director of the National Courts Administration shall be appointed in accordance with the procedure identified in the Law on Public Service of the Republic of Lithuania.
I promulgate this Law passed by the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania.
PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC                                                                    VALDAS ADAMKUS
