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APPROVED

by decision No. 12P-9-(7.2.2)
14 November 2008
of the General Meeting of Judges

THE REGULATION OF THE ACTIVITIES OF THE GENERAL MEETING OF JUDGES

I. GENERAL PROVISIONS
1. The regulation of the activities of the General Meeting of Judges (hereinafter referred to as the Meeting) shall establish the procedure of work of the Meeting.

2. The Meeting shall be the highest institution of the self-governance of courts. 

3. The Meeting shall follow in its activities the Constitution of the Republic of Lithuania, the Law on Courts of the Republic of Lithuania, other laws and legal acts, and this regulation. 

4. The activities of the Meeting shall be based on the principles of collegiality, democracy, legality and publicity, on the individual responsibility of members concerning the decisions within the competence of the Meeting and the impartiality of the adoption of decision.

5. All the judges of Lithuania shall participate in the Meeting. The Meeting shall be valid when more than half of all judges of Lithuania take part in it. 

II. COMPETENCE OF THE GENERAL MEETING OF JUDGES
6. The General Meeting of Judges shall:
1) Approve the regulation of the General Meeting of Judges;

2) Approve the Code of Judicial Ethics;

3) Elect and recall members of the Judicial Council who are members of the Judicial Council not by virtue of their office;

4) Hear a report on the activities of the Judicial Council;

5) Hear a report of the Judicial Court of Honour;

  6) Consider and take decisions on other issues related to the activities of courts.

III. ORGANISATION OF THE GENERAL MEETING OF JUDGES
7. The Judicial Council shall convene ordinary and when necessary extraordinary Meetings. 
8. An ordinary Meeting usually shall be held on the first Friday of March at least once every two years. 

9. When necessary, an extraordinary Meeting may be convened at the initiative of the Judicial Council or one–third of all judges of Lithuania. 

10. The Judicial Council shall establish the concrete date and the draft agenda of the Meeting. Judges shall have a right to propose matters for inclusion on the agenda of the Meeting. If necessary they also provide National Courts Administration with the materials concerning the proposed questions.

11. The National Courts Administration shall mail the draft agenda of the Meeting to the judges, also announce the date of the extraordinary Meeting to the judges not later than one month before the Meeting.

12.  All the materials necessary for the Meeting must be prepared five days before the session of the Meeting: the draft decisions, the report on the activities of the Judicial Council, a draft agenda with proposals of judges concerning one or the other question of the agenda or the draft itself and other materials. 

13. Judges that are not able to participate in the Meeting may submit in writing their opinion on the issues under consideration.

14. In order to identify the number of participants of the Meeting, the participants are being registered, i.e. participants of the Meeting must sign the registration forms. In case it is intended to elect the Judicial Council, the judges participating in the Meeting shall be registered according to the courts – the judges of the Supreme Court of Lithuania, the Court of Appeal, the Supreme Administrative Court, all the regional courts, all regional administrative courts, all district courts shall be registered separately (hereinafter – groups of courts). 
IV. ORGANISATION OF WORK OF THE GENERAL MEETING OF JUDGES
15. The Meeting shall be opened by the Chairman of the Judicial Council. He shall announce the overall number of judges participating in the Meeting and if the issues regarding the election of the Judicial Council, the member of the Judicial Council or the premature recall of the member are being considered he shall also announce the number of judges according to groups of courts. 
16. The Meeting commences when the required number of judges – more than half of all the judges of Lithuania – shall be present.

17. The 18 members of the Vote Counting Commission shall be elected and its Chairman shall be elected from the commission members.

18. The Chairman of the Meeting shall be elected by the majority of votes.

19. After the election of the Chairman, the powers of presiding the Meeting shall be handed over to the Chairman of the Meeting, who is elected by the majority of votes.

20. The Secretary of the Meeting shall be elected, the agenda of the Meeting shall also be approved by the majority of votes. Motions concerning the supplements and amendments of the agenda of the Meeting may be also put forward during the Meeting. 

21. The Chairman or the Vice Chairman of the Judicial Council shall present the report of the Judicial Council at the Meeting. After the presentation of the report the questions may be asked. Questions may also be provided to other members of the Judicial Council.
22. The presentation related to every considered item of the agenda shall be heard. The presentation shall be made by the judge who suggested putting the particular issue on the agenda or by the Chairman of the session of the Meeting. Afterwards the presenter may be asked to answer some questions. All the participants of the Meeting may present their speeches on the analysed issue during the general discussion. The priority right to ask and present a speech shall be provided to the Chairman of the Meeting and persons who are directly related to the issues under consideration. Persons willing to make a speech at the Meeting shall be registered by the Secretary of the Meeting. In case there are many questions and persons, who want to make a speech the Meeting may determine the length of the speech.

23. Judges participating in the Meeting during the speech or in a written form may formulate and submit concrete proposals in respect of one or the other item of the agenda. At the request of the author of the proposal the voting concerning his proposal shall be arranged. The proposal shall be adopted by a simple majority of judges participating in the Meeting. 

24. Written opinions of the judges not able to participate in the Meeting on the issues under consideration shall be presented during the Meeting.
25. When the issue concerning the premature recall of the member of the Judicial Council is considered fist the representative of those supporting the recall procedure is given the floor and then the judge whose removal from office is being considered. The judge is given additional time for answering the questions. Other members of the Meeting may also make a speech concerning this question.

26. After the recall of the member of the Judicial Council at the Meeting, the date shall be fixed for the election of another member of the Judicial Council. The Meeting may have a break in the consideration of this issue.

27. Minutes shall be taken during the Meeting process. The minutes shall contain the date of the Meeting, the number of the minute, the Chairman and the Secretary of the Meeting, the overall number of judges participating and the number of judges according to the groups of courts, guests of the Meeting, agenda, the reporter who presented the question, the essence of the proposal, a short description of the issue, speakers, persons who put forward proposals, voting results and decisions made at the Meeting that are recorded. The minutes shall be signed by the Chairman and the Secretary of the Meeting.

V. ELECTION OF MEMBERS OF THE JUDICIAL COUNCIL
28. The Meeting by secret ballot shall elect three judges from each of these courts: the Supreme Court, the Court of Appeal, the Supreme Administrative Court each, all regional courts, all regional administrative courts and all district courts. All in all 18 members of the Judicial Council.
29. The candidates at the Meeting shall be nominated and elected to the Judicial Council by the judges of the relevant group of court. The number of candidates shall not be limited.
30. A judge whose period of service in judicial office is less than five years or on whom disciplinary penalty has been imposed may not be elected a member of the Judicial Council.
31. The proposed candidates to the Judicial Council shall shortly present themselves.

32. The judges of groups of courts (hereinafter – electors) shall vote only for those proposed candidates belonging to their relevant group of court.

33. Separate ballot-papers shall be prepared for each group of courts and they shall contain the proposed candidates of that group of courts listed in alphabetical order. The procedure of voting shall also be indicated in the ballot-papers. 

34. The ballot-papers shall be given only to the electors of the relevant group of courts. Handing in the ballot-paper elector must present the certificate of judge or any other identification document and confirm the fact of ballot-paper delivery by the signature in the registration forms.
35. The number of electors from each group of courts shall be identified by the number of ballot-papers distributed and the number of electors from each group of courts, who participated in the election, shall be identified by the number of ballot-papers in the ballot box.

36. Ballot papers of the secret voting shall be put into the voting box. The Vote Counting Commission shall have the right to take out the ballot papers. 
37. The ballot paper shall be corrupted in case:

37.1. the elector votes for more than three candidates of the relevant group of courts;

37.2. ballot-paper is torn;

37.3. ballot-paper contains additional records or other unidentified symbols;

37.4. in other cases the Vote Counting Commission may recognize the ballot-paper invalid.

38. In case elector voted for fewer candidates than it is indicated the ballot-paper shall be valid. Votes shall be counted only for those candidates, whose candidature shall be supported by the electors’ votes. Unmarked ballot-papers shall be considered valid and identifying elector’s abstention from voting. 
39. The first three candidates who get the majority of votes shall be considered elected.

40. In case a few candidates get the same number of votes the one whose term of office in courts is larger shall be considered elected.
41. The voting results shall be recorded by the Vote Counting Commission in the vote counting minute. The minute shall include the composition of the Vote Counting Commission, its Chairman, and the number of distributed, found, and valid ballot-papers, the distribution of votes among candidates of each group of courts, the candidates of each group of courts who received the majority of votes. The vote counting minute shall be signed by the Chairman and all the members of this commission. The minute shall be presented to the Chairman of the Meeting.
42. The Chairman of the Meeting shall announce the candidates of each group of courts, who received the majority of votes and 18 candidates who received the majority of votes indicated in the vote counting minute and advice to make a decision concerning the election of members of the Judicial Council.   
VI. DECISIONS OF THE MEETING 
43. Decisions of the Meeting shall be adopted by a simple majority of votes of judges participating in the Meeting and when the Judicial Council is being elected – by simple majority of votes of judges from the relevant groups of courts.
44. Decisions of the Meeting shall be signed by the Chairman and the Secretary of the Meeting.

45. Decisions of the Meeting shall be executed by the institutions of self-governance of courts, the judges and the National Courts Administration.

VII. PROVISION OF SERVICES TO THE MEETING 
46. The National Courts Administration shall provide technical services to the Meeting. It shall solve issues concerning the premises of the Meeting, gather and prepare (generalise) the materials (proposals for the agenda and separate questions, beforehand opinions on one or the other issue and etc.). The National Courts Administration shall register judges participating in the Meeting, present data about the number of judges, organize the secret voting, make the minute of the Meeting, audio recordings and perform other organisational tasks. 
47. Upon the direction of the Meeting or the Judicial Council, the National Courts Administration shall conduct studies, analysis, surveys, draw up draft decisions and other acts. 

48. The National Courts Administration shall gather information about the enforcement of the decisions of the Meeting and submit it to the Judicial Council, or on its direction, to the Meeting. 

49. The minutes of the Meeting, decisions, the vote counting minutes and other materials of the Meeting shall be kept at the National Courts Administration. Each judge shall have a right to get familiarized with these documents.
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