Review of Activities of Courts and Institutions of Self-governance of Courts in 2008
The information concerning the work of courts and institutions of self-governance of courts in 2008, the judicial problems and statistics of courts are comprehensibly presented in the review of activities of courts and institutions of self-governance of courts in 2008 prepared by the National Courts Administration. 
754 judges have worked in courts in 2008: 464 judges in district courts, 156 – in regional courts, 27 – in the Court of Appeal, 36 – in the Supreme Court of Lithuania, 56 – in the regional administrative courts, 15 – in the Supreme Administrative Court. 556 assistants helped the judges in their work.
Within 2008 the courts of general jurisdiction, acting as courts of the 1st instance heard 270169 civil, criminal and administrative cases. This indicates that compared with 2007 more cases (58211) were heard the following year. The average workload of the judge in the district court made up 59.98 cases and other procedural documents throughout the month in 2008. As compared with 2007 the workload of judges increased by 25.8 percent. Compared with 2007 the workload of regional courts in 2008 increased, whereas the workload of regional administrative courts – decreased (in 2007 the large number of police officers addressed courts for the adjudgement of the salary). Nevertheless, in comparison to the previous years the workload of regional administrative courts gradually increased.
The stability of court decisions remains almost unchanged several years and in 2008 remained quite high (the index of stability of court decisions shows the percentage of 1st instance courts’ decisions that were not quashed by courts of a higher instance). The stability of decisions adopted by the district courts was 99.59 % and 98.45 % of judgments in 2008. The stability of decisions of regional courts (1st instance) was 98.24 % and 97.15 % of judgments. The stability of decisions adopted by the regional administrative courts was 97.79 %.
In 2008 the judicial information system LITEKO was further improved and developed. The database management systems were changed in 30 courts of the Republic of Lithuania and 425 personal computers provided to the courts. In the autumn of 2008 the case distribution module was implemented and currently courts distribute cases to judges using the computer programme. Implementing the resolution of the Judicial Council No. 13P–475 on the provision of unanimous case numbering in courts of the Republic of Lithuania adopted on 9th June, 2006 the unanimous case numbering module of the information system LITEKO was applied in some selected courts at the end of 2008.
The highest institution of the self-governance of courts, the General Meeting of Judges was convened on 14th November, 2008. 633 judges out of 749 participated in the meeting. The General Meeting of Judges heard the activity reports of the Judicial Council and the Judicial Court of Honour, elected members of the Judicial Council, who are not members of the Council by virtue of their office, approved the new Regulation of the General Meeting of Judges. The honourable event – 90th anniversary of courts of the Republic of Lithuania was also marked during the meeting.
The last year brought many changes and other variations into activities of institutions of the self-governance of courts: the formation of a new Judicial Council and the Judicial Court of Honour with a different composition, the election of the leadership of Judicial Council, the improvement of procedures related to the selection, assessment and disciplinary liability of judges by involving more members of the public into this process. 
In 2008 the Judicial Council adopted 241 resolutions: 138 resolutions on the advice to the President of the Republic in respect of the appointment, transfer, renewal of the mandate, removal from office of judges, also the appointment and removal from office of the chairmen of courts, deputy chairmen and chairmen of divisions; 30 resolutions concerning the improvement of administrative activities and organisational work of courts and institutions of self-governance of courts; 19 resolutions on the relations with legal institutions of foreign states; 6 resolutions which formed, changed the working groups, approved their conclusions and proposals; 13 resolutions on the approbation of investment projects and the solution of budgetary issues; 27 resolutions on the improvement of formation of corps of judges; 3 resolutions on the address to the President of the Republic concerning the presentation of award; 5 resolutions concerning the solution of other matters.
Carrying the functions assigned to it by the Law on Courts, the Judicial Council cooperated with other institutions of Lithuania on the issues of court self-governance, administration and other issues relevant to the activities of courts. In 2008 the Judicial Council further developed the international relations: actively cooperated with institutions of foreign states and international organisations concerning the issues of the self-governance, administration and other matters relevant to the court activities (especially with the European Network of Councils for the Judiciary and the European Judicial Network in Civil and Commercial Matters); members of the Judicial Council participated in the international conferences, symposiums, meetings of judges related to the court activities and the self-governance of courts.
In 2008 the Judicial Ethics and Discipline Commission heard five motions for instituting a disciplinary action against judges submitted by the Judicial Council or chairmen of courts, 12 applications on the administrative offence of judges and 16 complaints that were heard and answered according to the competence. The Judicial Ethics and Discipline Commission considered 6 judges, who were subject to the disciplinary liability due to paragraph 1, part 2 of Article 83 of the Law on Courts for an action demeaning the judicial office or misconduct in office – negligent performance of any specific duty of a judge or omission to act without a good cause. Commission refused to institute disciplinary cases against 4 judges and instituted 2 disciplinary cases against other 2 judges. Having regard to paragraph 2, part 2 of Article 83 of the Law on Courts, 12 judges were considered at the Judicial Ethics and Discipline Commission for the commitment of misconduct in office. The Judicial Ethics and Discipline Commission refused to institute the disciplinary actions against judges, who violated the administrative law as violations have been made due to negligence, caused no legal consequences (usually only the car of a judge was damaged) and the fact that judges complied with requirements of the Code of Ethics of Judges and previously were not subject to the disciplinary liability was also taken into consideration.
In 2008 the Judicial Court of Honour received 2 disciplinary cases instituted by the Judicial Ethics and Discipline Commission. After the consideration of disciplinary cases the Judicial Court of Honour decided to limit itself to the review of both disciplinary cases.
