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Dear Mr. Filipo Donati,  

 

Honorable Executive Board members,  

 

Honorable members of the ENCJ,  

 

 “Judicial solidarity in times of crisis” the theme of the General Assembly of the European Network 

of Councils of the Judiciary encourages us, the Judicial Council of the Republic of Lithuania, to take 

an opportunity and address once more the Network with the request to consider the involvement of 

the Council of Judges of Ukraine (CoJ) and High Council of Justice (HCoJ) in the activities of the 

European Network of Councils for the Judiciary by granting them the Observer status. The Lithuanian 

Judicial Council understands and appreciates the position expressed earlier by the Members of the 

Executive Board of the Network, but dares to suggest that the firm and resolute solidarity, expressed 

by European Member States and many European institutions to stand together with Ukraine is a strong 

incentive for all of us as a Network to consider the possibility to review the provisions of the Statute 

of the ENCJ.   

 

In this context it is worth mentioning that on 15 March 2022 the President of CoJ addressed the ENCJ 

with the request to reconsider the decision of May 2020 and asked to amend the ENCJ Statutes in a 

manner, which would allow the CoJ to apply for an Observer status. On 26 April 2022 the President 

of the ENCJ has expressed „unwavering support and solidarity to Ukraine and its people“. Though, 

again, the Executive Board rejected the request of the Ukrainian judiciary. A provision of the ENCJ 

Statutes, limiting the possibility of an Observer status to the institutions, supporting independent 

delivery of justice, in the EU Candidate Member States was cited and it was further noted that “the 

Board does not feel that this provision should be amended”. It was emphasized that the Board “feels 

that at the moment the focus should be on the humanitarian efforts and acts of solidarity”.  

 

Nevertheless, the judiciary of Ukraine consistently seeks to join the activities of the ENCJ as 

Observers. On May 31 the Judicial Council of Lithuania was addressed by the Head of CoJ Mr. 

Bogdan Monich with request to support this aspiration and the representatives of the High Council of 
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Justice took an opportunity in the General Assembly of ENCJ. In this context, we would like to draw 

your attention to a few additional arguments in favor of granting Observer status to Ukrainian judicial 

institutions. 

 

On February 28, Ukraine officially applied to join the European Union under a special simplified 

procedure. On March 1, the European Parliament recommended granting Ukraine candidate status 

for accession to the European Union. This is a step towards a formal status of the Candidate MS. 

Though, a lot of steps in proving the Ukraine’s European identity and the irreversibility of Ukraine's 

European and Euro-Atlantic course have already been done by Ukraine. We should admit that during 

the assessment of Ukraine for the status of Candidate MS, the Rule of Law principle and its 

implementation will take an important role. We do believe that the Observer status in the Network 

would be a valuable aspect in the evaluation procedure and, on one hand, would allow the judicial 

organizations of the Ukraine fully benefit from the activities of the Network, but on the other hand, 

would also allow the Network to fulfil one of its key roles – promote the Rule of Law.  

 

After the Revolution of Dignity in Ukraine the political power was reset and the goal of attaining 

higher public trust in judiciary was set. This attempt to embody the Rule of Law has led Ukraine to 

undertake changes in the most important areas of judicial system. Ukraine has implemented a 

complex Justice Sector Reform Strategy 2015-2020, major part of which was dedicated to the 

comprehensive changes in judiciary: strengthening the independence and accountability of judiciary, 

building a new institutional set-up of the system of judiciary governance bodies, reshaping of the 

system by removing political influences in the process of selection of judges, introducing a concept 

monitoring of the judges’ lifestyle, establishing for the first time a judge’s duty to submit a declaration 

of family ties and a declaration of integrity and involving the public through the creation of the Public 

Integrity Council, establishment of new courts—the High Anti-Corruption Court and the High Court 

for Intellectual Property. 

 

These efforts of Ukraine have proven Ukraine’s aspiration to strengthen the Rule of Law and promote 

European values. Furthermore, in the context of recent dramatic events after Russia’s war started on 

24 February 2022, the Ukrainian judiciary has shown an example of a truly independent power 

standing in line with legislative and executive as a guarantee of the sovereignty of the state. Ukrainian 

courts continue functioning in extreme and sometimes impossible circumstances. Judges and court 

employees are joining the Ukrainian armed forces to protect their homeland, others are performing 

duties in courts taking the greatest risks of losing their lives. Unfortunately, this risk has already 

fulfilled: on March 29, at 8:44 a.m. the Russian army fired rockets at Nikolaev County Administration 

Building, in which the Commercial Court of Nikolaev County was established. During the attack the 

building was destroyed, where staff members of the court were working - preparing cases for 

evacuation. Two of the staff members were killed and one has been severely injured. But this did not 

stop the courts from functioning. 

 

The Judicial Council of Lithuania would like to address the whole community of the ENCJ with a 

call for action. We are convinced that support must be expressed not only by declarations, but also 

by all possible means. Moreover, we believe that every person and every institution have to use 
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everything in their power and go every possible extra mile to help Ukrainian nation in its heroic 

defence of Ukraine and Europe. The ENCJ as an association of judicial governance bodies of Europe 

has the power to facilitate Rule of Law, independence and accountability of judiciary and other 

European values by gathering for relevant initiatives and discussions in the framework of the 

organization judicial bodies from different European states, including those, not yet or not already 

being the organization of the MS. The statutory documents, which are adopted by the ENCJ itself, 

are subject to amendments when it is necessary. It has been proven by the example of the UK. Now 

we face this necessity again. The key is the will to show a real solidarity with Ukrainian judiciary by 

accepting them to the family of the ENCJ. 

Current developments across Europe show that these are challenging times for the Justice Systems 

and the Judiciaries; the Rule of Law is at the core of the European Union; more than ever the 

Judiciaries need to stand together to command respect for the role and position of the Judiciary; the 

ENCJ unites the Councils and is of vital importance to the further development of judiciaries in 

Europe. In this respect we do believe that granting observer status to Ukrainian judicial institutions 

would provide an opportunity for a close look and collaboration in the Rule of Law-based activities 

of the EU MSs judiciaries and judicial organizations of Ukraine and would allow Ukraine to 

accelerate its European integration process. This would also show/signal of the impact of the ENCJ 

as the organization genuinely defending the Rule of Law and other democratic values and facilitating 

the development of the European judiciaries as it declares to strive for. 

Therefore, the Judicial Council of Lithuania urges to include the topic of changes in statutory 

documents and granting Ukrainian judiciary with the observer status on the agenda of the forthcoming 

year. The speed of processes in EU official institutions regarding all kinds of measures related to 

combatting Russia’s aggression has proven, that possibilities appear when there is a will and 

determination. Therefore, we are convinced that if EU member states can agree on sanctions against 

the Russia, the Network can find the the appropriate way and means for the amendment of the Statute. 

Extraordinary situations call for extraordinary solutions. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

President of the Judicial Council                                  Sigita Rudėnaitė 

 

 

 


